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X2 (also marketed as X2: X-Men United, and internationally as X-Men 2) is a 2003 American superhero film directed by Bryan Singer and
written by Michael Dougherty, Dan Harris and David Hayter, from a story by Singer, Hayter and Zak Penn. The film is based on the X-Men
superhero team appearing in Marvel Comics. It is the sequel to X-Men (2000), as well as the second installment in the X-Men film series, and
features an ensemble cast including Patrick Stewart, Hugh Jackman, lan McKellen, Halle Berry, Famke Janssen, James Marsden, Rebecca
Romijn-Stamos, Brian Cox, Alan Cumming, Bruce Davison, Shawn Ashmore, Aaron Stanford, Kelly Hu, and Anna Paquin. Its plot, inspired by
the graphic novel God Loves, Man Kills, concerns the genocidal Colonel William Stryker leading an assault on Professor Xavier's school to build
his own version of Xavier's mutant-tracking computer, Cerebro, in order to destroy every mutant on Earth and to save the human race from
them, forcing the X-Men to team up with the Brotherhood of Mutants, their former enemies, to stop Stryker and save the mutant race.

Development on the sequel began shortly after the first film was released on July 14, 2000 by 20th Century Fox. David Hayter and Zak Penn
wrote separate scripts, combining what they felt to be the best elements of both scripts into one screenplay. Michael Dougherty and Dan Harris
were eventually hired to rewrite the work, and changed the characterizations of Beast, Angel, and Lady Deathstrike. Sentinels and the Danger
Room were set to appear before being deleted because of budget concerns from Fox. The film's premise was influenced by the Marvel Comics
storylines Return to Weapon X and God Loves, Man Kills. Filming began in June 2002 and ended that November, mostly taking place at
Vancouver Film Studios, the largest North American production facility outside of Los Angeles. Production designer Guy Hendrix Dyas adapted
similar designs by John Myhre from the previous film.

X2 was released in the United States on May 2, 2003 by 20th Century Fox, and received positive reviews for its storyline, action sequences, and
performances. The film grossed $407 million worldwide, and received eight Saturn Awards nominations. A sequel, X-Men: The Last Stand, was
released on May 26, 2006.
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SYNOPSIS: Professor Charles Xavier (Patrick Stewart) narrates that Genetic material in cells mutates. Mutation is common and usually is
harmless unless it causes an illness. Another type of mutation provided powers to those called "Mutants". Can humans and mutants "share" the
world? He points out that humanity has a record of not sharing the world.

A mutant, Nightcrawler (Alan Cumming) is fighting his way through the White House. He successfully knocks out the White House's Secret
Service detail, and avoids their bullets by using his teleportation ability. He reaches the President and raises a knife to kill him. A fallen guard
manages to shoot Nightcrawler in the arm, so he escapes away. He stabbed a knife into the desk with a note attached reading "MUTANT
FREEDOM NOW". The incident stirs up anti-mutant feelings around the country. People demand that Mutants must "register" and support the
Mutant Registration Act. Mutants will no longer be treated equally. Meanwhile, Wolverine (Hugh Jackman) visits snowy Alkali Lake, hoping to
learn about his origin, but finds nothing there except abandoned and decayed buildings near a dam.

The students from Xavier's School for Gifted Youngsters are visiting a museum. Jean Grey (Famke Janssen) expresses fear of not controlling
her powers to Cyclops (James Marsden). In the meantime, students Rogue (Anna Paquin), her boyfriend Bobby "Ilceman" Drake (Shawn
Ashmore) and troubled John "Pyro" Allerdyce (Aaron Stanford) get into a disagreement with some bullies in the museum; one bully seizes
John's Zippo lighter. When he goes to light a cigarette, John causes the flame to flare up. Bobby puts the fire out with his ability to produce
freezing air. Professor Xavier (Patrick Stewart) has to halt the conflict by freezing everyone in time, except the mutants and tells John to stop
showing off.

A retired military scientist, Colonel William Stryker (Brian Cox) who recognizes the danger that some mutants pose, and wants to kill ALL
mutants, visits the president, mentioning how close the mutant came to stabbing the President. He gets approval for an attack on the school,
which he has discovered by interrogating the imprisoned Magneto (lan McKellen). Mystique, in the guise of the late Senator Kelly (Bruce
Davison) tries to object, but fails. Later, Stryker visits Magneto in his plastic prison cell to question him again, using a chemical placed on the
back of his neck.Stryker demands to know everything Magneto knows about Cerebro.

Wolverine returns to the school to get more answers about his past. Professor Xavier shows him the powerful Cerebro system which can
connect him to everyone on the planet, mutants and humans alike. Wolverine wants the Professor to read his mind again for more information
about his past, but Xavier explains that he can't tell him everything, that he will have to find out some things for himself.

Mystique (Rebecca Romijn) disguises herself and breaks into Stryker's computers to learn more about his plans.

Jean Grey and Storm (Halle Berry) find the fast-moving mutant assassin, Nightcrawler. It becomes evident that he was coerced; he has a scar
similar to the one on the back of Magneto's neck, indicating that he'd been influenced by Stryker himself.

Cyclops and Professor Xavier go to visit Magneto in the peculiar plastic prison cell they have created to nullify Magneto's powers. Magneto
explains that Stryker has been questioning him, and points out that his son Jason Stryker (Michael Reid MacKay) was once a student at the
school. To Professor Xavier's horror, Magneto confesses that he has told Stryker everything. At that moment, gas is pumped into the prison
chamber and both men pass out. Outside, Cyclops fights the prison guards but is defeated by Stryker's powerful assistant, Deathstrike (Kelly
Hu).

A handful of people are awake before the treacherous raid on the School for Gifted Youngsters. Wolverine and many of the students use their
abilities to defend themselves. Some of the mutants escape, but several children are captured and taken away. Stryker turns up in person,
finding Wolverine and suggesting that he and Wolverine had worked together in the past. To Wolverine's frustration, Bobby erects an thick wall
of ice to allow their escape. The professor and his henchmen break into Cerebro to strip it for parts. Wolverine, Rogue, Bobby and Pyro escape
in a car and head to Boston to meet Storm and Jean Grey. Bobby is from Boston, so the group stops at his house until they can contact Jean
and Storm.

Mystiqgue meets Magneto's guard, Laurio, (Ty Olsson) in a bar disguised as a beautiful blonde woman and drugs him, then gives him an
injection of a silver-colored fluid.

Professor Xavier awakes with Stryker and his assistant Deathstrike. Stryker explains that the metal brace on Xavier's head prevents him from
using his psychic power. They argue about mutants and Stryker's son, a powerful mutant illusionist who did not stay at Xavier's school. At one
point Deathstrike seems to look around her in a daze, and Stryker gives her another dose of the chemical he uses to control her on the back of
her neck. Xavier realizes that Stryker caused the assassination attempt in order to manipulate the president. Stryker admits his chemical would
not be strong enough to work on the Professor, so he brings in his mutant son Jason to influence Professor Xavier's mind.

Laurio brings Magneto his breakfast. Magneto notices "something different" about him - it seems Mystique put iron into his blood, which
Magneto pulls out with his powers and kill Laurio. He forms the iron taken from the guard into small ball bearings which he uses to demolish his
plastic prison and escape.

Bobby's family is surprised to learn that he's a mutant, so they ask him if he can stop being one. Bobby's disgruntled younger brother calls the
police. When the police arrive, they order Logan to drop his blades; when he retracts them, he is shot in the head, the bullet stopped by his
Adamantium skull. Pyro fights the police off with blasts of fire and seems intent on killing several officers when Rogue pacifies him by grabbing
his ankle and extinguishing the flames with a blast of cold air she'd absorbed from Bobby.

Storm, Jean and Nightcrawler pick them up and they head for the school. Chased by F-16 fighter planes, Storm creates giant tornadoes,
however one of the fighters shoots two missiles at the X-Jet. Jean is able to disable one missile but the other explodes very close to their jet.
They take damage and Rogue is sucked out, but saved moments later by Nightcrawler. The plane is about to crash when Magneto repairs the
hole in their ship and stops them just above the ground.
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Magneto explains that Stryker invaded the school just to get to Cerebro. With it, he can make Professor Xavier focus on any group of people,
such as mutants, and kill them. Magneto also reveals that Stryker is one of the only people who can manipulate Adamantium, the metal on
Wolverine's bones. Mystique has the plans for Stryker's base, but they need Jean to read Nightcrawler's mind to get the location: Alkali Lake.
Wolverine didn't find it because it's underground. Mystique torments Wolverine by entering his tent disguised as Jean Grey. When they fly to the
base the next day, Magneto taunts Rogue about the white streaks in her hair. He then complements Pyro's abilities.

A soldier asks Stryker why they are keeping the mutant children. He explains that he wants to be sure mutants are really dying when Cerebro
operates.

Wolverine volunteers to enter the lab first, since Stryker will want him alive. Magneto disagrees. When Wolverine appears at the door, Stryker
instructs the soldiers to admit him, but as soon as he sees him in person he knows it's not Wolverine. He quickly changes into Mystique, who
pacifies several guards and manages to get into the laboratory's heavily fortified control room.

Professor Xavier is in an elaborate illusion created by Jason, who accompanies him in the guise of a little girl (Keely Purvis). The two enter the
Cerebro room, although in reality it's a grungy dome that Stryker has fabricated.

The rescue group splits up to find the children and the professor. Stryker goes to the dome and orders Jason to make the Professor kill all
mutants he finds through Cerebro.

A manipulated Cyclops tries to stop Jean Grey, Magneto and Mystique, using the full power of his optic blast. Jean stays to get through to him
while the others go on. The two duel among the dam's large machines, breaking the structural integrity of the dam and starting some leaks.
Cyclops finally remembers himself and takes Jean with him, saying that he could see he was attacking her but couldn't stop himself due to the
drug Stryker had used on him.

Wolverine has gone on his own to search the laboratory for its secrets. He finds the room where the adamantium was applied to his bones, sees
x-rays on the walls, finds the liquid metal, sees flashbacks of the torture as they ducked him under water again and again, remembers escaping.
Stryker finds him there. When Wolverine goes to attack Stryker, Deathstrike attacks him in a duel to the death. She stabs him repeatedly with
her own adamantium claws. Wolverine also discovers that she has the same regenerative ability he does and the two battle to a near stalemate.
Deathstrike seems to gain an advantage when he stabs her with an adamantium nozzle and fills her body with it. It quickly hardens and she
dies. Wolverine seem to express great remorse for having to kill her.

Pyro leaves the plane, tired of waiting with Rogue and Bobby.

Magneto gets to the Cerebro room and dons his helmet just as the attack on mutants begins - the others fall to the floor screaming, their minds
full of pain from the signal. He stops the attack, then re-configures the dome as metal panels fly around to different places. Mystique enters in
the guise of Stryker, and tells Jason to have Xavier kill all of the humans instead of the mutants.

Stryker leaves the complex, but Wolverine finds him by the helicopter. Wolverine demands answers, but Stryker only tells him that he'd
volunteered for the procedure and that the two of them worked together. He says Wolverine is a failed experiment, that he was an animal before
and an animal now. Wolverine chains him to the helicopter and goes back for the others.

The rescue group has reached the Cerebro chamber. Nightcrawler brings Storm and himself inside. In order to get Jason to stop the illusion,
Storm makes it cold in the room. Jason finally gives in, revealing Professor Xavier. As the ceiling panels start to collapse, Nightcrawler rescues
Storm and then the Professor. The group runs away and finally finds the way outside.

In the meantime, Magneto and Mystique have found Stryker and commandeered his helicopter. Pyro has voluntarily joined them. However,
Rogue flies the X-Jet over to the helicopter pad. As everyone struggles aboard, Wolverine notices Stryker chained to the dam - clearly the work
of Magneto. Stryker demands to be let go, pleading with Wolverine and suggesting Wolverine will forever be an outcast like his friends.
Wolverine decides to take his chances with his fellow mutants. As he walks away with a child named Artie, the boy sticks his black, forked
tongue out at Stryker.

The team discovers the plane is not fully functional and can't lift off, but the dam is bursting. Jean Grey leaves the plane, and prevents everyone
from getting her back aboard. She holds off the flood waters while lifting the plane. She saves the group, and then is consumed by the water.
The whole team is devastated at losing Jean, especially Wolverine and Scott.

At the White House, the President's televised speech is interrupted ... everyone in the room freezes except the President ... and the mutants.
Professor Xavier presents him with information taken from Stryker's lab. The mutant message is simple: "We're here to stay."

Back at Xavier's school: the Professor, Cyclops and Logan remember Jean, and Xavier begins to hold a class.

Meanwhile, a Phoenix-like shape rises from the flooded Alkali Lake.
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