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Superman Il is a 1980 superhero film directed by Richard Lester and written by Mario Puzo and David and Leslie Newman from a story by Puzo
based on the DC Comics character Superman. It is the second installment in the Superman film series and a sequel to Superman (1978). A
direct continuation of the first Superman, Christopher Reeve reprises his role as Superman. The returning cast includes Gene Hackman,
Terence Stamp, Ned Beatty, Sarah Douglas, Margot Kidder, Marc McClure and Jack O'Halloran.

The film's plot features the arrival of General Zod & his comrades on Earth, released from the prison of the Phantom Zone made by the people
of Krypton. Zod seeks revenge by pursuing the planet's last son Kal-El, alias Superman. Kal-El, who unknowingly freed them, must now face the
threats of his long dead home planet. Zod also aligns with the returning Lex Luthor who still desires world domination. The hero is also in conflict
with his duties as Earth's hero and desire to live amongst them solely as Clark Kent, especially with his love interest, Lois Lane.

In 1977, it was decided by producers Alexander and llya Salkind that they would film both Superman and its sequel simultaneously, with
principal photography beginning in March 1977 and ending in October 1978. Tensions rose between original director Richard Donner and the
producers in which a decision was made to stop filming the sequel, of which 75 percent had already been completed, and finish the first film.
Following the release of Superman in December 1978, Donner was controversially fired as director, and was replaced by Lester. Several
members of the cast and crew declined to return in the wake of Donner's firing. To be officially credited as the director, Lester re-shot most of
the film in which principal photography resumed in September 1979 and ended in March 1980.

The film was released in Australia and mainland Europe on December 4, 1980, and in other countries throughout 1981. It received positive
reviews from film critics who praised the performances from Reeve, Stamp and Hackman, the visual effects, and humor. It grossed $190 million
against a production budget of $54 million, a box office success but less than its predecessor. A sequel, Superman lll, was released in June
1983, for which Lester returned as director.

A director's cut of the film, restoring the original vision for the film under Donner's supervision, titled Superman II: The Richard Donner Cut, was
released on November 28, 2006 in various home media formats.
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SYNOPSIS: Prior to the destruction of Krypton, the criminals General Zod, Ursa and Non disable a security guard at a crystalline matrix table.
The general removes a red spire from the table and destroys it; the thunderclap as the piece is shattered resonates through the city and sets off
a trap that ensnares the three brigands. The red spire's destruction is clearly an act of treason, and for this and other crimes they are sentenced
by Jor-El and the Krypton council to banishment into the Phantom Zone.

On Earth, in the present day, Clark Kent arrives at the Daily Planet for work. He talks to his editor Perry White, who's working on the latest cover
story. Kent asks Perry what's going on and Perry tells him a small group of terrorists are holding hostages at the top of the Eiffel Tower in Paris
and are threatening to detonate a hydrogen bomb. Perry had sent his ace reporter, Lois Lane, to Paris on a Concorde jet to get the story. Kent
leaves the Planet building, ducks into an alley and transforms into Superman, flying off to Paris.

At the Eiffel Tower, Lois is able to sneak past security and stows away on the bottom of the elevator that brings the hostages down from the top.
When a French commando team determines the hostages are safe and they believe the terrorists have taken the bomb out of the elevator, they
cut the power and destroy the chain drive. The elevator plummets, taking the bomb and Lois with it. Superman arrives and stops the car, helping
Lois off. He then flies the car out into space, past the Moon, where it explodes.

The Phantom Zone is nearby and cracked by the shockwave. The three criminals are freed, finding themselves with super powers granted by
the yellow light of Earth's sun. After attacking human astronauts on the moon and the small town of East Houston, Idaho, the three travel to the
White House and force the President of the United States to surrender to Zod (on behalf of the entire planet) during an international television
broadcast. When the President warns Zod that Superman will stop them, Zod announces his demand for Superman to come and "kneel before
Zod!"

Prior to Zod's arrival, Clark Kent and Lois Lane are sent on assignment for the Daily Planet to Niagara Falls. Lois becomes suspicious that Clark
is Superman and tries to lure him into revealing his identity by throwing herself into the Niagara River gorge downstream, but Clark manages to
save her with subtle use of his powers. That night, Clark accidentally reaches into the room's fireplace to recover his glasses after he trips; when
Lois discovers his hand isn't the slightest burnt, Clark is forced to admit he is Superman.

Superman takes her to his Fortress of Solitude near the North Pole and shows her the traces of his past stored in the energy crystals of the
Fortress, one of which is the green crystal that created the Fortress and opened Superman's contact with his long-deceased parents. Lois
misplaces the green crystal under her purse. Superman, talking to a hologram of his mother, Lara, decides to undergo a transformation to make
himself human by exposing himself to the red Kryptonian sunlight to become romantically closer to Lois, despite Lara's warnings. The process
destroys many of the energy crystals, except the green crystal, lying a considerable distance away. After spending the night together, the two
return to populated areas by conventional means.

In a remote truck stop, Clark becomes the target of a brash, bullying trucker who beats him up. Clark realizes he's just as vulnerable as a
human, shocked by the sight of his own blood. Suddenly, he and Lois see a live broadcast of Zod with the US President, demanding that
Superman reveal himself and kneel to Zod. Realizing that humanity cannot fight Zod themselves, Clark decides to return to the Fortress to try to
reverse the transformation. His hike to the Fortress is nearly impossible and one he arrives, he admits to his father that he made a grave
mistake and that his adopted homeworld is in more danger than ever. As he's ready to give up, he notices the green crystal lying nearby.

Lex Luthor, who has managed to escape from jail (with Eve Teschmacher's assistance), has tracked down the Fortress using an alpha wave
detector, and infiltrated the Fortress before Superman and Lois arrived, learning from the crystal of Superman's mother of Superman's
connection to Jor-El and of General Zod. He traces Zod to Washington, D.C., and offers to lead Zod to Jor-El's son in exchange for control of
Australia. Accepting his offer, the three Kryptonians are directed by Luthor to the offices of the Daily Planet where they abduct Lois. Though Zod
is initially disappointed, Luthor convinces him that any threat to Lois will bring Superman to her aid.

Superman arrives, after having reversed his transformation process, and attempts to fight the three. The battle wages over much of Metropolis
with Superman courageously holding his own until Zod realizes Superman cares for the innocent humans and take advantage of this weakness.
To protect Metropolis, Superman flies off in retreat. Zod declares his victory but Luthor scoffs until he reveals that he knows the location of the
Fortress of Solitude. Zod, Ursa, and Non fly to the Arctic, taking Luthor and Lois with them.

At the Fortress, Superman attempts to lay one last trap to stop Zod but fails and stops his fight with the three when they threaten to kill Lois.
Knowing that the three Kryptonians pose a threat to the entire world, Luthor listens as Superman tells him to try and trick them all into the crystal
chamber that will transform them into humans. Zod catches on and forces Superman to enter the chamber himself. Luthor himself initiates the
process by placing the green crystal in the remaining control panel. While Superman is in the transformation chamber, the rest of the Fortress is
bathed in red light. Zod demands that Superman kneel to him and take his hand. Superman slowly crushes Zod's hand in his and flings him into
a pit. Luthor realizes that Superman had reversed the power of the chamber to protect him and transform the criminals. Non, unable to fly, falls
into the pit and Lois punches Ursa, who suffers the same fate as her comrades.

Superman returns Luthor to the authorities, despite the criminal's pleas that he was in on his plan. Superman returns Lois to her home. At the
Daily Planet the following day, Superman (as Clark) kisses Lois, using his telepathic abilities to wipe Lois' mind of all the events surrounding
Zod's arrival on Earth including her knowledge that Clark and Superman are the same person. At the truck stop where he was beaten up by the
bullying driver, Clark takes revenge on the bullying truck driver who assaulted him.

Superman restores the damage done by Zod, and as he replaces the flag on top of the White House, promises the President to never again
abandon his duty.
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