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A Nordic cross flag is a flag bearing the design of the Nordic or Scandinavian cross, a cross symbol in a rectangular field, with the centre of the
cross shifted towards the hoist.

All independent Nordic countries have adopted such flags in the modern period, and while the Nordic cross is named for its use in the national
flags of the Nordic nations, the term is used universally by vexillologists, in reference not only to the flags of the Nordic countries but to other
flags with similar designs. The cross design represents Christianity, and was first seen in the Dannebrog, the national flag of Denmark in the first
half of the 13th century. The same design, but with a red Nordic cross on a yellow background, was used as union flag during the Kalmar union
(1397 to 1523), and when that union fell apart in 1523 the same design, but with a yellow cross on a blue background (derived from the Swedish
coat of arms adopted in 1442), was adopted as national flag of Sweden, while Norway adopted their flag in 1821. From its adoption in the early
16th century until 1906 the background of the flag of Sweden was dark blue, but was changed to the currently used lighter shade of blue in a
new flag law that was adopted in 1906, after the dissolution of the union between Sweden and Norway. After gaining independence the other
Nordic countries adopted national flags of the same design, Iceland in 1915 and Finland in 1918. The Norwegian flag was the first Nordic cross
flag with three colours. All Nordic flags may be flown as gonfalons as well.
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