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SYNOPSIS: We open in a place called "The Stacks", in Columbus Ohio, in the year 2045.The-low-income community is filled with a number of
precariously stacked trailers and vehicles, where Wade Watts (Tye Sheridan) lives with his Aunt Alice (Susan Lynch), and her boyfriend Rick
(Ralph Ineson).With the real world in such an impoverished state and no one really caring to do anything about it, Wade finds himself like
millions of people, escaping into The OASIS (Ontologically Anthropocentric Sensory Immersive Simulation), a virtual reality world where people
can enter as avatars to play video games, entertain themselves, and seek pleasures they can't find so easily in the real world.

Created by James Halliday (Mark Rylance) and Ogden Morrow (Simon Pegg) of Gregarious Games, The OASIS is a place where one can do
anything and be anyone (or anything). However, like a video game, if you accumulate stuff in THE OASIS and your avatar dies, you end up
losing everything. Wade's avatar in this world is named Parzival, and he frequently interacts with Aech (Lena Waithe), a huge muscular
mechanic, as well as the samurai Daito (Win Morisaki) and fighter Sho (Philip Zhao), although he has never met any of them in person.One of
Wade's hobbies, is trying to decipher a contest that James Halliday created before he died. After his death, a video was sent out, telling how he
had hidden an Easter egg within the Oasis.

There would be three challenges to win (presided over by Halliday's avatar, Anorak the all-knowing), each one having a specific key. Whomever
gets all three keys and receives the egg, would inherit Halliday's personal fortune of $500 billion, and gain total control over THE OASIS.While
many egg hunters (nicknamed "Gunters") have teamed up to search, Wade mostly searches on his own. Their main competition comes from
Gregarious Games' main competition: |0l (Innovative Online Industries). Though mostly making their money off of products and other gear to
allow one into THE OASIS, the company's CEO Nolan Sorrento (Ben Mendelsohn) wants to find the egg to increase the amount of influence
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and money 10l can make from the virtual world.A number of persons eagerly searched for the keys, but in five years, the only thing uncovered
was the first challenge: a racing game through a simulated New York City.

Wade and Aech attempt go on another race through the event, but like always, no one can get past King Kong near the end of the challenge.
During the race Wade is also entranced by a female racer on a bike from the film "Akira." He soon finds out that this is Art3mis (Olivia Cooke), a
well-known gamer and "sixer-fixer."Wade convinces Aech to help Art3mis repair her bike after the race. In Aech's garage, Wade and Art3mis
discuss Halliday and his challenge. While Wade claims he'd use the money to buy things, Artemis claims he's really afraid to ‘zero-out' and lose
all his stuff.Art3mis' words stick in Wade's head, and then goes to the Halliday Journals, a place in THE OASIS that is like a personal shrine to
Halliday. With assistance from a mechanical Curator (Simon Pegg), Wade observes a memory in which Halliday and Morrow have a discussion
about the future of their creation.

Halliday claims he hates rules, and wishes they could “just go backwards."The next time Wade enters the first challenge, he throttles his
Delorean Time Machine vehicle backwards, and uncovers a secret roadway, that leads him underneath the challenge, past Kong, and to Central
Park. He then meets Anorak, who rewards him with the Copper Key, 100,000 coins, and a clue. Wade takes his newfound winnings, and goes
on a shopping spree, before telling of the challenge's secret to Art3mis, Aech, Daito, and Sho.In his spare time, Wade ponders the clue about "a
creator who hates his own creation" and "a leap not taken," but draws a blank.At 101, a number of board members explain to Sorrento their
worry now that Parzival's name is on the board.

However, the businessman is fairly certain there is nothing to worry about, in their quest to get more money from THE OASIS. Even so,
Sorrento goes into THE OASIS, where he meets up with a bounty hunter called I-ROk (T.J. Miller). After collecting a powerful item called the Orb
of Osuvox from him, Sorrento then hires I-ROk to take out Parzival.Wade's next visit to the Halliday Journals has him mobbed by a number of
fans, until Art3mis shows up, and helps disguise him. The two then go into the Journals, and view a recording of a meeting between Halliday
and Morrow before THE OASIS went live. In the memory, Halliday tells how he took a woman named Karen Underwood (Perdita Weeks) on a
date, but while she wanted to go dancing, he took her to a movie instead. Kira eventually married Morrow, though Wade notes that even though
she seemed to be important to both their lives, this is the only mention of her name he's found in the Journals.

The Curator debates this, but finds the analysis to be true. Wade is rewarded with a quarter, and an invitation by Art3mis to go to The Distracted
Globe, a special club that was designed by Halliday.While Wade is excited to hang out with Art3mis, Aech cautions him that she may be using
him, or that Art3mis could be "a dude."At the Distracted Globe, Art3mis leads Wade out onto a zero-g dance floor, thinking "the leap not taken"
may be tied to having the Copper Key, AND leaping into the void. This doesn't work, but during the time in zero-g, Wade begins to confess his
feelings to Art3mis, eventually even telling her his real name (which happens to be overheard by i-ROk!).Before the bounty hunter can strike, 101
crashes the party, attempting to assassinate Wade. He and Art3mis manage to escape, but almost at the cost of their own lives. Art3mis
confesses how her father died in an 101 "Loyalty Center," trying to pay off debt, and that she can't afford to be distracted from trying to find the
egg, and possibly stopping further harm happening to others.i-ROk does more research, and soon gives Sorrento Wade's full information.

Per the 101 Board of Directors, Sorrento has wade's avatar piped into his office. Sorrento offers Wade plenty of things, including a$25 million
bonus if he helps the company find the egg. However, Wade isn't swayed by the offers, and declines...but not before Sorrento confesses that he
knows where Wade lives, and is going to destroy his home!Wade rushes out of his secret hiding place to warn his Aunt and her boyfriend, but is
too late, as the stack their home is atop explodes, and crashes to the ground! Wade next tries to contact his friends, but is knocked out by an
unknown man with a face tattoo.When he awakens, Wade finds himself face-to-face with Art3mis, whose real name is Samantha Cook. She and
several others are headquartered not far from The Stacks and 101. While she seems upset about a large birthmark on her face, Wade tells her
that he doesn't care about it.

As they talk in private, Samantha suddenly thinks she may know what the first challenge's clue meant!Getting their friends together, the group
head back to the Journals, and inquire about the films that Halliday might have taken Kira to on her date. One that stands out to Wade is "The
Shining." Much like the clue, it's creator (author Stephen King) hated it's creation.The group go into the film's Overlook Hotel, courtesy of the
Curator. Aech braves a number of terrifying scenarios, but they question their first assumption that a particular key in the film may be what they
are looking for, when they hear music coming from one of the rooms. It is here they encounter Kira, dancing with a number of zombies over a
large pit.Art3mis then realizes "the leap not taken," was Halliday talking about not taking the step to be with Kira! Eventually, she makes her way
through the zombies, and asks Kira to dance. This reveals Anorak, who then offers her The Jade Key, and the next clue.The rest of the group
(dubbing themselves "the High Five") soon get their own Jade Key, before being followed in by a hoard of Sixers, who then are set upon by the
terrors of "The Shining."This latest revelation also reveals to Sorrento that Wade is still alive. Sending out his associate F'Nale Zandor (Hannah
John-Kamen) to try and track down the group. She eventually finds one of Samantha's associates, and trails him to her secret hideout!Wade
attempts to get Samantha to escape with him, but she sacrifices herself so he can get away, and alerts their friends to help him.

F'Nale then confronts Samantha, and claims that IOl is now in possession of her "outstnding debts," earning her a ticket to the one place the girl
fears most: 10I's Loyalty Centers.Meanwhile, Wade has been found and picked up by his friends. Aech (whose real name is Helen) helps him
escape in a modified postal truck, where he meets Daito (real name Toshiro), and Sho (named Shoto).During this time, 10l cracked the third
challenge, and determined it leads to Castle Anorak, on Planet Doom in THE OASIS. It is here the final challenge is revealed: an Atari 2600 with
every game ever made for the console...but only one will unlock the final key.Sorrento then has the Orb of Osuvox activated, shielding the castle
from anyone getting in, while a number of Loyalty Center employees (including Samanta), set explosive charges outside the front entrance of
the place.To save Samantha, Wade tells Aech what he recalls of Sorrento's office, and they create a digital-double of the place, hijacking his
online feed before he can return to the real world! Sorrento gives the group information on Samantha's workstation, and they manage to get her
out. However, knowing what IOl has done to the castle, she stays in the facility, and tries to find a way to undo the orb.

Wade and his friends then broadcast a message across the Oasis, telling of what Sorrento has done, and requesting those who believe in
what's right, come to Planet Doom to help them. This leads to a massive group of persons doing battle against 10l forces, as Samantha
manages to bring the orb's protection down.Getting outside, she manages to meet up with Wade, but not before Sorrento unleashes his Mecha-
Godzilla armored suit against the. Aech uses her Iron Giant persona and Daito gains control of a Gundam suit for 60 seconds, but both fail to
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make a dent in the massive creature. However, Samantha manages to use a Madball/bomb thrown into the head, to take down
Sorrento.Sorrento then goes on a mad rampage through hi facility, certain that Samantha is there. To save her, Wade kills her character in THE
OASIS, and she escapes outside, soon encountering the others.Back in the game, Wade and Sho manage to make it to the final challenge. As
they watch one Sixer play the game "Adventure," he wins...but then falls through some ice!Wade claims he knows how to get the final key, when
Sorrento and i-ROk show up.

Sorrento makes one more offer to Wade, but threatens to unleash a weapon called "The Cataclysm," that will wipe out every avatar on Planet
Doom! Wade attempts to stop the madman, but he sets off the device!ln the aftermath, Wade finds out he is still alive. Apparently, the quarter
the Curator gave him, was an Extra Life token! Wade then begins to play Adventure, and THE OASIS then begins to broadcast what he's doing.
Wade explains that the goal of the final challenge, is to find the hidden Easter egg in the game (which some consider to be one of the first in
video game history!).This reveals Anorak, and the final Crystal Key. It is at this point that IOl and their forces have found Aech and her truck.
Wade calls out to anyone in the area to meet them at The Stacks.In THE OASIS, he manages to unlock a large door with his keys, and is then
given papers to sign...but hesitates. Wade claims this is similar to when Halliday made Morrow sign over his shares of the company.

When Wade refuses to sign, Anorak becomes Halliday, and the chamber becomes Halliday's childhood room.The room contains a special
button, that if pressed, will erase the entire OASIS. Halliday also gives Wade the Easter egg, while telling him that while the virtual world can be
good from time-to-time, the real world, and interacting with real people, is just as important.The group makes it to The Stacks, but not before
Sorrento knocks them off-balance. He almost kills them, when he sees the glint of the Easter egg in Wade's VR goggles. It is at this time that the
Police arrive, and arrest Sorrento and F'Nale.Shortly after this Ogden Morrow shows up, along with some lawyers from Gregarious Games,
wanting Wade's signature. However, he claims he wants to split the prize with his friends.Ogden also reveals that he was the Curator, and
commends Wade for his detective work.In the aftermath of the contest, Ogden comes to work with them in overseeing THE OASIS (his fee:
twenty-five cents). They also ban any Loyalty Centers from doing business in THE OASIS, and IOl is forced to shut them all down.Taking
Halliday's advice to experience the real world, the group also shuts THE OASIS off on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
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