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Funny Games is a 1997 Austrian psychological horror-thriller film written and directed by Michael Haneke, and starring Susanne Lothar, Ulrich
Muhe, and Arno Frisch. The plot involves two young men who hold a family hostage and torture them with sadistic games in their vacation
home. The film was entered into the 1997 Cannes Film Festival. A shot-for-shot remake, filmed and set in the United States, was released in
2007, also directed by Haneke, this time with an English-speaking cast and a mostly American crew.
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SYNOPSIS: Georg Schober, his wife Anna, their son Georgie, and their dog Rolfi arrive at their holiday home beside a lake in Austria. On the
drive over, they spot their next-door neighbors Fred and Eva Berlinger accompanied by two young Viennese men whom they do not recognize.
The Schobers notice the strange behavior displayed by the Berlingers and the apparent absence of their daughter Sissi. Fred visits minutes
later with one of the men, whom he introduces as Paul, the son of a friend.

Shortly after the family settles in, and while Georg is still setting up the boat, the other young unidentified man comes to Anna's kitchen to
borrow eggs on Eva's behalf. This man, later named as Peter, gradually overstays his welcome by breaking successive batches of eggs and
knocking the family's phone into the kitchen sink water, all seemingly done by accident.

Paul arrives shortly thereafter and decides to try one of Georg's golf clubs, taking Anna's permission for granted. While Paul is outside with the
club, Georg hears Rolfi's constant barking suddenly come to a whining halt. When it is clear that Peter and Paul are insidiously imposing
themselves on Anna's courtesy, she demands that the men leave. Georg arrives and tries to eject them from the premises as well. Peter then
breaks Georg's leg with the latter's golf club. Paul reveals he has killed Rolfi, and taunts Anna with a cruel searching game (during which he
turns around and winks at the camera) until she finds the dog's corpse. It soon becomes evident that the two men have taken the family
hostage.
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Neighbors Gerda and Robert arrive at the family's dock on a boat. Paul escorts Anna to greet them. Anna finds herself forced to introduce Paul
as a family friend and to provide false excuses for Georg's absence, but she also tells Gerda that they may come over after dinner.

Over the following hours, Peter and Paul subject the family to sadistic games. Paul, the more eloguent of the two, punctuates the torture with
frequent breaks in the fourth wall and warped role-playing wherein he relates contradictory stories of Peter's past and ridicules his weight and
apparent lack of intelligence. No explanation of the men's origins or motives is offered, and even their names may be pseudonyms since they
also call each other Tom and Jerry and Beavis and Butt-Head on occasion.

Paul places a bet that the family won’t survive until 9:00 in the morning. He then puts a pillowcase over Georgie’s head and pressures Georg to
ask Anna to undress. She complies, only to be told to put her clothes back on. Georgie eventually flees to Fred's house, where he finds Sissi's
corpse. He is cornered in the house and attempts to shoot Paul but the shotgun is unloaded. Paul returns Georgie to the home, bringing the
shotgun and ammunition with him. Peter plays a counting-out game between family members while Paul makes sandwiches in the kitchen.
Georgie panics and runs, which results in Peter shooting him dead. Paul berates Peter for being trigger-happy, and the two men decide to
leave.

Georg and Anna grieve their loss but eventually resolve to survive. Anna flees the house while Georg, with a broken leg, tries to repair the
malfunctioning phone. Anna strives to find help, but ominously flags down the wrong car. Peter and Paul capture her and return to the house.
During another sadistic game, Anna grabs the shotgun and kills Peter; however, Paul finds and uses a remote control to rewind Funny Games
itself, effectively "reversing" the events that just happened, preventing Peter's death from happening. Paul then shoots Georg and both men take
Anna out on the family's boat early the next morning. Around 8:00, Paul nonchalantly pushes the bound Anna into the water to drown, thus
winning their bet. The two men casually continue a conversation, started offscreen, about a science fiction plot mainly known to Peter and
seemingly relevant to both; the degree to which said plot is fictional to the two men, rather than coincident with their level of reality, is left
unexplained. They arrive at Gerda's house and knock on the door, asking for some eggs. Paul turns around and throws a knowing glance
towards the audience.
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