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Cliffhanger is a 1993 American action thriller film directed and co-produced by Renny Harlin and co-written by and starring Sylvester Stallone
alongside John Lithgow, Michael Rooker and Janine Turner. Based on a concept by climber John Long, the film follows Gabe (Stallone), a
mountain climber who becomes embroiled in a heist of a U.S. Treasury plane flying through the Rocky Mountains. The film premiered at the
1993 Cannes Film Festival, and was released in the United States on May 28, 1993, by TriStar Pictures. It received positive reviews and earned
$255 million worldwide, becoming the 7th highest-grossing film of 1993.
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SYNOPSIS: Mountain rescue rangers Gabriel "Gabe" Walker, his girlfriend Jessie Deighan, and Frank attempt to rescue their fellow ranger, Hal
Tucker, and his girlfriend, Sarah, stranded in the Colorado Rockies. Sarah's harness fails and she falls to her death, and Hal blames a guilt-
stricken Gabe, who leaves the ranger service.

Eight months later, Gabe returns to collect his belongings and to persuade Jessie to leave with him. Meanwhile, psychopathic former military
intelligence operative Eric Qualen orchestrates the robbery of over $100 million in three suitcases of uncirculated bills. Turncoat U.S. Treasury
agent Richard Travers hijacks the McDonnell Douglas DC-9 carrying the money, shooting his fellow agents and attempting to transfer the cases
in midair to Qualen and his mercenaries aboard a Lockheed JetStar. A wounded agent shoots at the thieves before the DC-9 is blown up,
forcing the JetStar to crash land in the Rockies and scattering the cases across the mountainside.

Hal remains bitter over Sarah's death, and responds to a fake distress call from the mercenaries, while Jessie convinces Gabe to help. He and
Hal are taken prisoner by Qualen, Travers, and their accomplices Kristel, Kynette, Delmar, Ryan, and Heldon. Using Travers' beacon locator,
Hal and Gabe are ordered to track down the first case atop a steep rock face. Gabe is tethered and forced to climb and retrieve the case, but
Hal warns that Qualen will kill him, and Gabe severs his rope before he can be yanked down. Heldon opens fire and is killed by the ensuing
avalanche, which leads Qualen to believe the case is lost and Gabe is dead.
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As Hal is forced to lead the mercenaries onward, Gabe races ahead and finds Jessie at an old ranger station. They recover mountaineering
gear and reach the second case before Qualen arrives at nightfall, burning the money to stay warm and leaving him a taunting message, "Want
to trade?" Using night-vision goggles, Ryan spots Gabe and Jessie, but Gabe blinds him with a flare and sends him over a cliff to his death. In
the morning, Gabe and Jessie race to beat Qualen to the last case, while Hal tries to warn away two young climbers, Evan and Brett, before
Qualen's men open fire. Brett is killed, but a wounded Evan base jumps off the mountain and parachutes to safety.

Frank, scouting the mountain by helicopter in search of his fellow rangers, rescues Evan. Kynette confronts Gabe in a brutal fistfight in a cave,
but Gabe impales him on a stalactite. Hal alerts him that the gang has rigged explosives above the cave, and Gabe and Jessie narrowly escape.
The mercenaries flag down Frank in his rescue helicopter, and Delmar fatally shoots him. When Travers attempts to betray the others, Qualen
forces him to stay by killing Kristel, leaving Qualen as their only pilot.

As the mercenaries split up to look for the last case, Hal kills Delmar and escapes, while Gabe recovers the money from the last case. He plants
the tracking beacon on a rabbit to frustrate an increasingly unhinged Travers, who rants at Qualen by walkie-talkie, allowing the authorities to
track their position. Pursued by Travers, Gabe falls into a frozen river but kills Travers through the ice with a climbing-bolt gun, and is rescued by
Hal.

Jessie signals to the rescue helicopter, believing it to be Frank, and is taken hostage by Qualen, who demands that Gabe and Hal surrender the
money. Meeting high atop the cliffs, Qualen frees Jessie, but Gabe throws the bag of money into the helicopter's rotors, shredding the cash, and
tethers the helicopter's winch cable to a cliffside ladder. Hal helps shoot down the helicopter, which hangs over the cliff with Gabe and Qualen
atop the wreckage. Gabe fights off Qualen and climbs to safety as the wreckage falls off the cliff, killing Qualen. The authorities arrive as Gabe
reunites with Jessie and Hal.
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